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P

beri tempias serta menjejas
kan teruk sektor perniag
termasuk industri perhote
lan yang rata-ratanya d
lubungi suasana suram

Hotel yang dulunya meriah
dikunjungi pelancong tem
patan_dan luar, kini boleh
dikatakan lengang dan b
nyak bergantung kepada ke
bijaksanaan pihak penguru

v untuk melakukan pel
bagai cara bagi memastikan
perniagaan_bolch
roperasi pada waktu yang su
kar ini

Salah sebuah Hotel yang
turut menerima nasib yang

sedemikian ialah Movenpick
Hotel and Conventic
KLIA

Centre
npick KLIA), Se
gor

Menurut Pengurus Besar
Movenpick KLIA, Wan En
deri Mohd Saad, hotel ber
memulakan

Moy

Sela

mula mengalami kesulitan
akibat Pandemik Covid-19
emasa bermulanya pelaksa

1k makluman, Bangu
nan Movenpick KLIA adalah
milik Lembaga Tabung Haji

TH)

Beliau sebelum
pandemik. hotel itu banyak
menerima pelanggan  dari
sektor korporat dan kerajaan
yang rata-ratanya kerana
menghadiri persidangan
atau acara di pusat konvens
yen itu atau pelancong te
patan terutamanya semasa
musim haji.

Apabila menularnya wabak
Covid-19 dan_keraj
lakukan pelbagai
pergerakan, pihak hotel kata
beliau, perlu mem
alternatif  untuk y
pendapatan atau mengu
rangkan perbelanjaan bagi
memastikan operasi hotel
boleh bertahan dan seterus.
nya nasib para pekerja tidak
terabai

Bagi Movenpick KLIA, se-
lain menawarkan perkhid
matan penghantaran maka

berkata

nan ke kawasan sekitar
Cyberjaya, Sepang, Salak
Tinggi dan Bandar Enstel

hotel itu turut menawarkan
satu produk premium jaitu
kambing perap sejuk beku
untuk djual kepada orang ra
mai

Dengan jenama Kambing
Perap Temasya, terdapat dua
pilihan iaitu Mongolian serta
Honey Glaze dan produk ini
mula” dipasarkan bermula
Februari 2021

Menurut  Wan
Kambing Perap Temasya
adalah hasil olahan chef di
Movenpick KLIA yang dida

Enderi,

tangkan dengan pek
gram atau satu_kilogram
bersama sos lada hitam dan

al secara da

ang awam
i secara bawa
pulang atau penghantar
dalam radius 30 kilome

Kambing perap ini bia
sanya kita tawarkan bersa
ma menu bufet di hotel te
rutamanya semasa bulan
Ramadan dan tiasa
mendapat sambutan  dari
pada pelanggan kami

Buat masa ini kami su
dah menjual lebih 150 paket
kambing perap sejuk beku
ini. Permintaan tak banyak
kerana kawasan hotel ini bu
kan kawasan kediaman.” ka
ya  sambil

» kambing pe

menambah,

ti kari kepala ikan ya

wtar terus ke rumal
u pejabat pelangga
Sementara itu, Sous Chef

\ Din, cel yang

wab me
sh persiapan kambin

p ini berkata, resepi Kam
bing Perap Temasya ini dio

daripada gabungan ci
arasa " Sou
hern An ngan pe

nbahbaikan untuk mene
pati cita rasa Asia. Penye

mbil masa le
mula

digan meng
bih kur
daripada
pah perap
lesai diperap.

“Kambing yang digunak
adalah daripada baka White
Dorper Sheep dari Australia
Kambing ini dipilih kerana
Kkualiti daging ya
um, lembut dan se

Selain itu, juga

premi

nem

yang seimbang yang memu
dahkan daging diperap sem
purna_dengan rempah pe
rapan,” katanya

Firdaus berkata, antara
keistimewaan kambing pe
rap keluaran Movenpick
KLIA falah kombinasi rasa
manis dan_peda
K dengan
terda

yang unil
kambing perap
pat di pasaran
Cita rasa Mongolian (pe
risa Mongolian) dipilih ke
rana cara masakan yang le
bih menitikberakan keaslian
rasa daging dikekalkan de
ngan pengunaan rempiah ra
tus yang minimum.
“Manakala, cita rasa Sou
thern America (Honey Gla

» INFO
Sebelum pandemik
Covid-19, hotel
Movenpick KLIA
mempunyai seramoi 189
orang pekerja dan kini
hanya tinggal 125 orang

JUAL KAMBING PERAP, JIMAT ELEKT

RIK, TIDAK AMBIL PEKERJA BAHARU

BISNES MEROSOT:
BAGAIMANA HOTEL
BERTAHAN?

zed) pula dipilih kerana
kombinasi aromatik tumis
dan gaya masakan yang juga
digemari oleh semua lapi

san masyarakat di Mala
ysia.
“Ramuan perapan dan

teknik perapan juga amat
dititikberatkan untuk me
mastikan rasa perapan yang
konsisten.” katanya, sambil
menambah,  penggunaan
teknologi daripada vacuum
meat tumbler juga memban
tu untuk memastikan da
ging perapan lebih lembut
dan berperisa

Beliau berkata, dua jenis
perisa iaitu Mongolian dan
Honey Glazed dipilih kerana
dua perisa ini mendapat
permintaan yang banyak
dalam kalangan pelanggan
hotel it

Ditanya adakah rasa kam
bing perap ini sama dengan
kambing golek yang biasa
nya terdapat di majlis ke
raian, Firdaus berkata, ke
dua-duanya mempunyai ra
sa yang berbeza kerana
kambing perap Movenpick
KLIA ini disediakan secara
lebih khusus bagi memas-
tikan perapan scbati de
ngan rasa yang lebih padu

Manakala  penyediaan
kambing golek pula, kata
nya, lebih menitikberatkan
penyediaan rempah ratus
yang lebih dan dipanggang
secara terbuka adaptasi da
ripada menu masakan ti
mur tengah.

Di samping menjual pro
duk sejuk beku, pengurusan
Movenpick Hotel and Con
vention Centre KLIA (Mo
venpick KLIA) turut mela
kukan pelbagai inisiatif
penjimatan kos, antaranya
penggunaan elektrik sccara
berhemah dan tidak me
ngambil pekerja baharu

Menurut Wan Enderi, se- ,

belum pandemik, hotel itu
mempunyai seramai 189
orang pekerja dan kini
| 125 orang
a yang masih ber
t di pelbagai
unit dan jabatan.
“Pihak hotel tidak
pernah  membuang
pekerja atau  kita
panggil  retrench
ment. iknya
ada pekerja yang
berhenti  kerana

pelbagai sebab dan kekoso
ngan itu tidak kita isi dengan
pekerja baharu.

“Bila ada jabatan kurang pe
kerja, kita tampung dengan
jabatan lain. Contoh, bahagi
an pentadbiran dan jualan,
memandangkan pada masa
ini mereka tidak boleh keluar
untuk cari pelanggan, maka
pekerja di bahagian ini kita
reka bantu pekerja
di bahagian operasi, Kata
nya.

Dari segi penjimatan, Wan
Enderi berkata, pihak pengu
rusan memastikan pengguna
an elektrik pada kadar mi
nimum tanpa menjejaskan
operasi hotel selain melaksa.
nakan pelbagai inisiatif jimat
elektrik

“Hotel ini mempunyai tiga
blok. Jadi blok yang kita tidak
guna kita akan tutup bekalan
elektrik. Kami juga mendidik
pekerja untuk sentiasa men
jimatkan penggunaan elektrik
antaranya tutup lampu dan
penghawa dingin apabila ke.
luar bili

“Satu lagi kita menggalak-
kan pekerja untuk gunakan
tangga jika mahu naik atau
turun satu tingkat, jangan gu
nakan lif. Selain jimat elektrik
ia juga bagus untuk kesihatan

eka,” katanya
urut Wan Enderi, me
mandangkan hotel tidak me
nerima tetamu ketika ini, pi
haknya memohon kepada ke
uk menjadikan ho

minta

terut.

manya kepada mereka
yang baru pulang dari luar
negara, bermula 1 Julai lepas

Selain itu, pusat konvens

®

Buat masa ini kami sudah
menjual lebih 150 paket
kambing perap sejuk beku
ini. Permintaan tak
banyak kerana kawasan
hotel ini bukan kawasan
kediaman™

Wan Enderi Mohd Sood

yen yang terletak bersebela-
han ‘dengan hotel ini turut
disewakan kepada kerajaan
negeri Selangor dengan kadar
sewa yang minimum untuk
dioperasikan sebagai pusat
pemberian vaksin mega yang
bermula sejak 5 Julai lepas.

Ditanya sama ada penang-
guhan pelaksanaan  ibadah
haiji pada tahun 2020 dan 2021
memberi impak besar kepada
hotel, Wan Enderi berkata
perkara itu tidak berlaku

“Perjanjian kami dengan
Lembaga Tabung Haji ialah
selama 45 hari dalam 365 hari,
pusat konvensyen itu akan di
pulangkan kepada pihak pe
ngurusan TH untuk kegunaan
jemaah haji Malaysia” kata-
nya.

Berkongsi  panda
ngannya  tentang
masa hadapan
sektor per

hotelan pasca Covid-19, Wan
Enderi berkata, sektor berke.
naan dijangka berhadapan de
ngan permintaan yang per
lahan untuk beberapa tempoh
masa dan pelanggan atau pe
lancong pula akan lebih me-
milih tawaran yang menarik
yang dapat disediakan oleh
hotel

“Perminta
memang
tahun 2019,
belum Covid-19. Jangkaan sa
ya harga pasti turun sebab
pasaran tak boleh respon har
ga yang kita bayar. C

n sa

tu bilik RM300, ta
hun 2022

mungkin turun RMzs0

“Perang harga akan berlaku,
mungkin dalam tempoh lima
tahun akan datang” katanya.

Beliau yang mempunyai
pengalaman lebih 20 tahun
dalam industri perhotelan

serta hospitaliti ber

pihak untuk sentiasa berse
dia menghadapi s
mungkinan.
“Semua tidak jangka pan
demik ini berlarutan lebih se
tahun dan macam saya pun,
secara jujurnya, semasa ke
rajaan mengumumkan PKP
yang pertama pada Mac tahun
lepas (2020), saya fikir mung-
kin ia hanya mengambil masa
tiga bulan, tetapi kini dah nak
masuk dua tahun pandemik
ini masih belum red:
“Bagi saya ia satu penga
jaran babharu. Dalam masa
yang sama, ia menuntut saya
sebagai pengurus besar untuk
memikul tanggungjawab dan
memastikan hotel ini masih
mampu menjana pendapatan
walaupun sedikit,” katanya.

Beliau berpendapat, wa
laupun kelak pandem
pat dikawal sele
kelompok d
patuhan  kepada
operasi standard (SOP) seper
ti memakai pelitup muka dan
penjarakan fizikal satu meter,
tidak boleh diabaikan.

“Pendapat saya, walaupun
eadaan kembali normal, kita
masih perlu menjaga SOP dan
kena belajar untuk hidup de
ngan Covid-19 kerana wabak
ini mungkin tidak akan hilang
sepenuhnya,” katanya

Movenpick KLIA, yang di
miliki oleh TH, mengetengah
kan hotel berkonsepkan mes
ra muslim dan terletak di ka
wasan seluas 7.2 hektar.

Hotel itu menawarkan 333
bilik dan suite serta ruang
cksekutif dan lima restoran
serta kemudahan  rekreasi
yang berasingan ditawarkan
untuk te W wanita, terma
suk kolam renang, gimna
sium dan kemudahan spa

Hotel itu juga menawarkan
17 ruang mesyuarat yang mo
de utama  yang
mampu memuatkan seramai
2,500 orang; kolam renang
Kanak-kanak, taman permai-
nan dan gelanggang tenis di
samping menyediakan pusat
konvensyen yang sesuai un
tuk acara, pameran dan kon- *
vensyen antarabangsa ber
skala besar.

b
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Jais belum muktamad
benar solat berjemaah

Shah Alam: Jabatan Aga-
ma Islam Selangor (Jais)
belum membuat sebarang
ketetapan berhubung ke-
benaran solat berjemaah
di masjid dan surau bagi
individu yang sudah leng-
kap dua dos vaksin di Se-
langor.

Pengarah Jais, Datuk
Mohd Shahzihan Ahmad
berkata, sehingga kini
pihak Jais masih belum
membuat sebarang ke-
putusan walaupun Majlis
Keselamatan Negara
(MKN) sudah mengu-
mumkan  kelonggaran
untuk jemaah lengkap
vaksinasi.

“Untuk solat Jumaat dan
solat fardhu lima waktu di
masjid dan surau di Se-
langor, Jais belum mem-
buat sebarang keputusan
dan masih meneliti bebe-
rapa perkara dan bentuk
pelaksanaan sesuai. Jika
ada, akan dimaklumkan
kemudian,” katanya sema-
lam.

Sementara itu Masjid
Saidina Ali di Rawang me-
nerusi satu notis juga me-
maklumkan belum mene-
rima sebarang arahan ter-
baru daripada Jais untuk
membenarkan solat Fardu
atau- Solat Jumaat secara
berjemaah.
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Biar miskin daripada
kava makan rasuah

Analisis
Semasa
Bersama

MOHD. YUNUS
YAKKUB

SEBUAH hadis yang diriwa-
yatkan daripada Abdullah ‘Amr
R.Anhuma, Rasulullah SAW per-
nah bersabda bahawa laknat Al-
lah kepada pemberi rasuah dan
penerima rasuah.

Namun, rasuah masih berlaku
apabila wujud manusia terlam-
pau cintakan dunia. Integriti dan
amanah ditolak tepi. Matlamat
menghalalkan cara.

Isu ini mendapat perhatian
Sultan Selangor, Sultan Sharafud-
din Idris Shah yang mengeluar-
kan titah sebanyak dua kali pada
27 Julai dan 5 Ogos lalu.

Sultan Sharafuddin mene-
gaskan, mana-mana pegawai
kerajaan dan ahli politik yang
dikurniakan Darjah dan Bintang
Kebesaran serta Pingat Negeri
Selangor dan didapati melaku-
kan kesalahan rasuah, maka kur-
niaan tersebut akan ditarik balik.

Baginda turut menyeru
mahkamah supaya perbicaraan
kes rasuah disegerakan dan tidak
melayani penangguhan tanpa
alasan yang kukuh berikutan

rakyat sudah muak dan bosan
melihat pendakwaan kes rasuah
yang berlarutan terlalu lama.

Penulis dan mereka yang
sering mengikut prosiding di
Mahkamah Sesyen (Khas Ra-
suah) Shah Alam, Selangor akan
sentiasa diperingati Hakim Ro-
zilah Salleh bahawa rasuah ada-
lah perbuatan serius dan meru-
pakan kesalahan akhir zaman.

Tegas Rozilah, pelaku mempu-
nyai akal dan pilihan untuk meno-
lak serta menghentikan amalan
tersebut walaupun hanya pem-
berian RM1 bagi tujuan tertentu
yang tetap dianggap rasuah.

Bagi Presiden Persatuan Pe-
mimpin Muda Universiti Malaya,
Lim San Shien berkata, konsep
modenisasi menyebabkan gene-
rasi muda terikut dalam menge-
jar kekayaan dan nafsu tanpa
menyedari perkara itu salah dari
segi undang-undang.

Katanya, mereka lupa pene-
rimaan atau pemberian rasuah
itu akan memberikan kesan
kemudian hari sehingga boleh
memalukan diri sendiri dan ke-
luarga apabila ditangkap.

“Saya rasa pembelajaran
dalam bentuk sitcom dan ala-
ala proses pendakwaan di
mahkamah mampu menarik per-
hatian pelajar.

“Mungkin SPRM juga boleh
mengetengahkan isu ini dengan

lebih dekat di sekolah dalam as-
pek pencegahan.

* “Lebih baik kita hidup seder-
hana atau miskin daripada terje-
bak dalam rasuah,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, pakar krimi-
nologi bebas, Datuk Shahul Ha-
mid Abd. Rahim berkata, rasuah
mampu mendatangkan Kketagi-
han terutama kepada penerima
yang seronok apabila menerima
wang yang banyak.

“Ketagihannya sama seperti
‘menghisap dadah’, disebabkan
wang mereka hilang pedoman.

“Jika dahulu, rasuah banyak
berlaku dalam kalangan orang
bawahan, namun kini sudah me-
rebak di seluruh peringkat ter-
masuk individu yang mempunyai
kuasa,” katanya.

Shahul Hamid berkata, setiap
tindakan dilakukan SPRM seme-
mangnya diekori rapat golongan
netizen khususnya dalam menge-
tahui perkembangan sesuatu kes
agar tiada sebarang unsur meng-
gagalkannya.

“Kita bimbang nanti ada tudu-
han diletakkan di bahu SPRM ter-
hadap kes-kes yang gagal menca-
pai kejayaan dikehendaki

“Setakat ini, SPRM melakukan
kerja mereka dengan cemerlang
dan orang ramai seharusnya ber-
sama-sama dalam menyalurkan
maklumat terhadap sebarang ak-
tiviti rasuah,” jelasnya.
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1,000 doses set aside for those in Selangor sports industry

SELANGOR has allocated 1,000 doses of
Covid-19 vaccine in phase one of a
programme for various groups involved in
the state’s sports industry in an effort to
eventually reopen the sports sector.

The first phase saw 500 doses adminis-
tered to athletes and coaches under the
Selangor State Sports Council and 500 doses
to members of the sports industry under the

Selangor Youth and Sports Department.

The recipients were vaccinated at Hotel
De Palma in Shah Alam, one of the vaccina-
tion centres under the Selangor Vaccination
Programme (Selvax).

“Selangor is the first state in Malaysia to
allocate a specific amount of vaccines to
those in the sports industry under the
Selangkah platform,” said state human capi-

tal development, sports and youth genera-
tion development committee chairman
Mohd Khairuddin Othman in a statement.

“The state government is aware that
efforts such as this programme for the
sports industry will go towards forming
herd immunity and reopening the sports
sector in Malaysia.

“Because of this, the state government is

working hard towards ensuring all adults in
Selangor are vaccinated.”

He added that there would be subsequent
phases in other locations so that more peo-
ple in the sports industry could be vaccinat-
ed

Khairuddin also said that so far, some
3.55 million people in Selangor had received
their first dose of Covid-19 vaccine.
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COUNCIL NOTICES

> Ampang Jaya ratepayers can
download the iComm MPAJ app to
check and pay their assessment.
Ratepayers have until Aug 31 to pay
their second-term assessment bills.
Payment can also be made via
icomm.mpaj.gov.my, JomPay
(biller code: 9100) and drive-
through at Menara MPAJ (Level 1)
from 10am to 2pm (Monday to
Friday) or at its payment kiosk on
Level 4.

> Subang Jaya City Council has
developed an app for public com-
plaints such as double parking, ille-
gal dumping, floods and fallen
trees. The Aduan Awam MBSJ app
is available on Android and iOS plat-
forms. Users are required to regis-
ter at My@MBSJ first before they
can start using the app.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

> Petaling Jaya Parliament

Office is looking for volunteers that
are able to give free online tuition
classes for English and Bahasa
Melayu subjects to underprivileged
students from Year 1 to Form 5,
every Saturday and Sunday, from
9am to 2pm. University students,
retirees, teachers and tutors are
welcome. For details, call 018-220
1035 (Steven) or 012-658 7122
(Bryan).

> Selangor government has set up
its Sukarelawan Kesihatan Komuniti
(Suka) initiative for volunteers to
assist and conduct public health-re-
lated programmes and activities
with Covid-19 as the main theme.
Volunteers will undergo free train-
ing and be eligible for benefits
under the Health Care Insurance
Scheme. Those interested can reg-
ister at https://bit.ly/SUKA2021. For
details, email sukakomuniti2021@
gmail.com
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‘Improve contingency plan to ease hardship from unscheduled water cuts’

RESIDENTS of Taman Melati Flats in
‘Wanga Maju ushered in Awal
Muharram on a low note because of
an unscheduled water cut that
began on Sunday at noon.

The three-day supply disruption -
believed to have been caused by a
burst pipe near a highway construc-
tion site — affected some 60 blocks.

Supply resumed around 4pm on
Tuesday after Pengurusan Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd completed repair
work.

Wangsa Maju MP Datin Paduka Dr
Tan Yee Kew’s assistant Andre Lai
said water supply was supposed to
have resumed at noon on Monday
but it was delayed.

“We were told that it would take
about six hours for the water pres-
sure to stabilise after repairs were
completed,” he told StarMetro.

Lai said Air Selangor despatched
three water tankers from its
Gombak branch to the flats, but
these were not enough to cater to all
the blocks.

“The trucks could not reach some
blocks,” he said, adding that many
residents had to walk farther to
fetch water.

Lai, however, thanked Air
Selangor for keeping the parliamen-
tary office informed on the progress
of repair works.

A resident, who identified himself
as Amy Othman, urged the water
concessionaire to have better contin-
gency measures.

“Residents jostled to fetch water
from the limited number of trucks.

“We did not stock up as no prior
notice was given,” he said.

— By FARID WAHAB

Only three
water
tankers were
despatched
to Taman
Melati Flats
during the
three-day
unscheduled
water supply
disruption.
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PKR sec-gen’'s suit against ex-VP Zuraida to go to trial

KUALA LUMPUR: Mediation
between PKR secretary-general
Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution
Ismail and former PKR vice-presi-
dent Datuk Zuraida Kamaruddin in
a defamation lawsuit filed by the
former has failed and the case is set
to go on trial next year.

Lawyer Chiew Choon Man, who
acted for Saifuddin Nasution, said
the mediation, which was held via
Zoom yesterday before Kuala

Lumpur High Court mediation divi-
sion director Wan Fadhilah Nor
Wan Idris, ended with no conclu-
sive settlement.

“Case management is scheduled
tomorrow (Aug 12) before High
Court judge Justice Rozana Ali
Yusoff to update the court on the
outcome of the mediation and to
prepare for the trial,” Chiew said
when contacted.

The hearing dates have been fixed

for Jan 19, 20 and 21 next year.

Saifuddin Nasution filed the law-
suit in August last year, claiming
that the Housing and Local
Government Minister had defamed
him with allegations of corrupt
practices involving the Kelantan
government and Tabung Amanah
Tok Kenali.

He claimed that Zuraida made
the alleged defamatory statements
at a Shared Prosperity Vision 2030

dinner at a hotel here on Dec 8,
2019.

In his court document, Saifuddin
Nasution said the impugned words
must be read in the context of the
then power struggle between PKR
president Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim and former deputy presi-
dent Datuk Seri Azmin Ali.

“Zuraida was known as a vocifer-
ous supporter of Azmin while I am
Anwar’s supporter,” Saifuddin

Nasution said in the suit.

He also claimed that Zuraida's
statement was uploaded to a
Facebook page, “Friends of Azmin
Ali”, and was subsequently shared
on her own Facebook page.

Saifuddin Nasution is seeking
general, aggravated and exemplary
damages from Zuraida, as well as
an injunction order to restrain her
from making further derogatory
statements.
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Selangor to
hand out
RM10,000
to Ziyad
and Hafiz

SHAH ALAM: The Selangor state
government will give out RM10,000
to their athletes heading to the 2020
Tokyo Paralympic Games.

Their State Youth Generation
Development, Sports and Human
Capital Committee chairman Mohd
Khairuddin Othman said the assis-
tance would be for Ziyad Zolkefli,
who is competing in the F20 shot
putt event and Mohd Hafiz Jamali
(pic), who is taking part in the 1km
time trial C5 track cycling event.

“The amount given to the
Paralympic athletes is the same as
that given to the Olympic athletes
previously,” he said yesterday.

A contingent of 22 athletes, includ-
ing four women, would represent
Malaysia in nine sports at the Tokyo
Paralympics to be held from Aug 24
to Sept 5.

The state government had given
RM10,000 each to four Selangor ath-
letes, Phee Jing En (swimming), Lee
Hup Wei (high jump), Gavin Green
(golf) and Farah Ann Abdul Hadi
(artistic gymnastics) for their
expenses during the Tokyo Olympic
Games that concluded on Aug 8.

On the preparations by their ath-
letes for the upcoming 2020 Johor
Malaysia Games (Sukma), Mohd
Khairuddin said they were still train-
ing individually at home under the
supervision of their coaches via
video and have to undergo a fitness
test every fortnight.

“The postponement of the Sukma
will not affect our athletes in their
training while we wait for the new
dates.

“We also plan to conduct training
under the sports bubble but we need
to wait until Phase Two of the
National Recovery Plan begins,” he
said. — Bernama
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ASSESSMENT TOOL IN THE PIPELINE

MEASURES TO KEEP WORKPLACES SAFE

They are clear
record keeping,
contact tracing
and monitoring of
staff by employers

NURADZIMMAH DAIM
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ECORD-KEEPING, con-

tact tracing and moni-

toring of staff members

by employers are among
the key measures in keeping
Covid-19 transmissions in work-
places at bay.

Public health expert Professor
Jamal Hisham Hashim said each
organisation’s safety and health
officer and person-in-charge
played crucial roles in ensuring
strict adherence to the proce-
dures and regulations.

He said these were among the
key areas that were given empha-
sis in a score-based Covid-19
Workplace Risk Assessment tool
that he and his team were de-
veloping.

He said the assessment tool
would help employers make in-
formed decisions in preparing a
safer environment for their staff,
as workplaces were known to
have contributed to a majority of

Professor Jamal Hisham Hashim

Covid-19 clusters since the emer-
gence of the deadly virus last
year.

“Allowing a workplace,
whether or not to operate, should
be based on its Covid-19 trans-
mission risk record and poten-
tial. It does not matter whether it
is an essential or non-essential
operation as long it can manage
and control the risks well.

“You can have a high-risk, es-
sential workplace that should not
be operating unless it improves
itself and a low-risk, non-essen-
tial workplace that can be al-
lowed to operate.”

Jamal is a visiting professor at
Universiti Selangor (Unisel) and
director at Provenue Corporation
Sdn Bhd that funded the re-
search.

Apart from the management,

other key factors in the assess-
ment’s Infection Assessment
Critical Control Point (IACCP) are
workers, housing, transportation
and work area.

The overall value will deter-
mine the level of risks, with zero
to 39 deemed as high, 40 to 69
moderate, and anything between
70 and 100 registered as low risk.

According to the IACCP, em-
ployees must be screened for
body temperature, and signs and
symptoms, and their entry and
movements in their workplace
recorded on MySejahtera.

Workers' health profile, train-
ing, vaccination and personal hy-
giene should be maintained and
could be used as reference.

Work area covers both outdoor
and indoor places within the or-
ganisation’s compound that the
employees frequent, namely
worksite, rest area, canteen and
toilet.

Key points in keeping infection
risks to the minimum are hand
washing, physical distancing and
sanitisation of touch surfaces like
doors, desks and railings.

Housing covers hostel, houses,
within-community area and on-
site standard operating proce-
dure compliance with factors,
namely, crowding, ventilation,
bedroom, kitchen, toilet and liv-
ing room.

Jamal said the risk assessment
tool was expected to be put on
trial runs by end of the month by

staff. FILE PIC

volunteering employers at work-
sites such as manufacturing in-
dustries and offices, including
banks.

Jamal, who is also a health risk
and impact assessment consul-
tant registered with the Depart-
ment of Environment, said the
team planned to publish the tool
in an international journal to
make it freely available to the in-
ternational community.

He said the research team
based its Covid-19 transmission
risk factors and criteria for as-
sessment on established interna-
tional best practices such as

The Covid-19 Workplace Risk Assessment tool aims to help employers
make informed decisions in preparing a safer environment for their

those from the International
Labour Organisation, United
States Environmental Protection
Agency, United States Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Admin-
istration, Health, Safety and En- '
vironment of Northern Ireland
and the South African Depart-
ment of Health.

It also made reference to the
SOP set by the National Security
Council and the Employees’ Min-
imum Standards of Housing, Ac-
commodation and Amenities
(Accommodation and Cen-
tralised Accommodation) Regu-
lations 2020, he added.
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